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Wherein, 1f they read with meekneſs,.. 
and in the true light, ſuch of chem as have not 


-7” ., overſlpt the day of their viſitation, may ſee their own. . 


ſpirits, to their own everlaſting advantage and comfort, 
by learning ſubjeRtion to that , which hath po- 
weT in it to deſtroy this evil ſpirit in them. . 


F CONTAINING: 


* Some ExcEPTlIONs and. ARGUMENTS of the - 
Fews, ”_ Chriſts Appearance inthat fleſhly form of . / 
his in their dayes, which the prefent Profeſlors may view, _ 
and compare with their Exceptions and Arguments &- - 
gaifſt his Appearance in Spirit inthis Age , that _ 
they may ſce and conſider which of them arc. . 
the more, and the- more. weighty. . 
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By- JJaac Penington., the Younger. . 
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— HE LordGod of infinite goodneſs, who hath ever dearly 
.  loved\ Mankind, yt could never ſo Appear to thew-fince 
thetraenſgreſſion, as to be owned by themtill the vail was 
taken from before their hearts. Iſrael in Egypt hearkru- 
ed nc; 10 Moſes, becaxſe of their anginſh and bondage, When they were 
ledont, they nee ever and anon WHYMUTING, and Picking. quarrels 
againſt him. Samuel they rtjifted ( wu the Lord laies totheer charge ) 
though they might excuſe themſelves, and ſay they had juſt excepts- 
61s againſt his ſons. Eli Jab,that mighty man of God,the great reſtoroy 
of Irael,and pleader agairft Baal b ') fire bu life was ſonght for. And 
thiegh there be nut & particular'record of their «ſage of the Prophets 
about thoſe dayes, yet in general he complaz ns that they were all flain' 
but kimſelf, 1 King. 19.10.Micaiah was [more on thecheeh, and gqeered 
Ep tbe falſe Prophet which [mote him, and ſaid, which way went the 
Spirit of the Lord frem me to peak unto thee ? And herwascommangd- 
ed to be put in priſen, and fed with bread of affiifticn, and water of af- 
fiiltion, Jeremiah was pat in the dungeon, 'eventaghg danger of his 
life : pF 'by thoſe few that were left that ſeemed fin iy.to enquire by 
him concerning the will of the Loyd, (Jer. 42.2, 3.) i{dainfully reje= 
Sed, chap. 43.2. What ſneuld T fpend time 1n partienlarinſtances ? 
What Prophet can Icxcept ? for though .all their bad dealjngs. with 
them, are net relatedin Scripture, yet Chriſt teſtifies that they did 
deat badly withrhen all, ſome of then they floned, þ ak of. them they 


' ſconrgedin their Synagogues, ſome of them they killed and out" rn 


awd other3 they" perſecuted from City ra C ity.' Tea, ſaith Stephen , 
ſtain them which ſhewed before of the coming of the Fuſb owe; Ve make 
it:fuch a ftrange thing, $hat if Chrif hadka 4 Prophet; yeoould 


 ſemrexdeption'sr other againſt us,that we are not the Prophets of God, 


and againſt our meſſage,that it zs not the mind #f God.' Te take ar gu- 
ments from one Prophete words to eppoſe another Prophet with, and 
frem one Prophets manner of comin f to oppoſe another Prophets man- 
neriof coming. If John come.neither eating mor drinking, *ye.rejett - 
himfor bus auflereneſs : if Chrift come both cating and arinkiny, ye 
rejebt him for his liberty and freedowe inthe. life. Now what oh | 
reaſon of this ? Chrift imPelf gives thereaſon, Mat. 11. 19.' Wiſ- 
domeis juſtified ofher children. Ye are wot the childyrey of wiſdow, 
& mers ot AZ 
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rhe Proftlſiante have. ſlain the Witneſſes againſt them. - bit the bi=, 
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Some Exceptions and Argumeats.of 
the Fews, againſt Chriſt's Appearance; &c--: 


URI H E Jews were once the ofily ottward vi- 
==) {ible People of God, who were choſen by 
I IP © God for a peculiar People, who had the 
WE.me Promiſe of, and expeRed the Miſſiah, 
| WH | ena RR mo of San wag 
MAN m Pim, yea, andat that very time they were 
EAN hooking for him, yet whek he'came; he 
WAL was a ſtone of ſtumbling, anda rock of of 
. fence to them, and they could by no means 
receive him. . . They were ful! of reaſonings; and doubts, and con- - 
rendings about it, butcould never with all their wiſdom from the 
Letter, determine that that was he. Though he lived as never 
man lived, though: be ſpake as never man ſpake, though he did 
what never mandid , yerſtill ſome exception or other they had 
from theLetter of the Scriptures, to which hismanner of appear- 
ance, his converſation, and his Doctrine aid notſuit in theiryndg- 
ment ; and ſo after many Diſputes and Debates, they ar lengrh 
detiver him up to death, asa Blaſphemer, a deceiver, a ſeducer of 
_ thePeople. | EU 44 0 
- Many Exceptionsand Arguments they had againſt him, againſt 
his Deſcent, his Dofrine, his Praitiſes, iis Miracles, his Follow- 
ers, &c. which I ſhall refer to Heads, to make them'more obvi- 
OUs. T2 M3 OROOU {71103 $i9W F3 | 
- 7. They excepted at his deſcent and kindred. Ts not thus the 
Carpenters Son ? Ts not bis Mother called Mary?” and bi Bre- 
thren, James, and Joſes, and Simon, and Judas? And his Siſters 
are they net all with s ? Matt. 13. 55,56. ( Whar' this the glo- 
rious Meſſiah ;- the great King of Glory , of whom: afl the Pro- 
phets have prophefied and TE things !-furely it"can- 
ad , X not - 


Rs Np 5 : THOSE OE "Of TRIAD 77 - \_ 


- _ _ 7 _—_ : |; | _ h "5-4 , : To FI "0 R ; ; 4 _ df | RY" REED 
- notbe.) And they were offended in him, vesſ. 57. -Tt was thi 


which otherwiſe, might haye been life to them, 
them thatchp was #he bread of Life that came damiWifrom beaver : 
bur they4yprmured; becauſe of it, and ſai i745 War ih; 
ſon of Joſeph, whoſe Father and Mother welwuniiits : 
that he ſaith, I came down from heaven , John 

gain, John 7.27, We know this man whence he i ; "buiahe Chriſt 
cometh, no man knoweth whence hes. This was a cloſe Argument, 


and-was raiſed up/toeat out a deep-impreffign of his being the- 


Chriſt, as may appear from the foregoing verſe. HE ſpeaketh 


indeed boldly, anddeep things, &c. asif he were the Chriſt, bur . 


how can he be he, ſeeing it is known from whence he comes ? 
 :2, Athis Country, or place of his Education and reſidence, 
whic Was Nazareth of Galilee. Can tbere any good thing come 
but of Nazareth, ?. {obo 1.46. ' Sbalt Chriſt come out of Galilee * 
Jol 0.7.41. Search and look; for cut of Galilee ariſeth no. Pro= 
MARES... - | | 

- 3. Atthe-time and ſeaſon of his Coming. He came ( asto their 
ſenſe ) before El:as, With this Argument they pinched the Dif- 
ciples, as is ſignified in_that Query of theirs to Chriſt, Why then. 
faz bye Seribes that Elias moſt ſur ſt come ? Matt. 17.10, Thiscould 
not. bur. be.a ſore Argumenc in the. mouth of the Scribes , who 
- might reaſon with the Diſciples on this wiſe : What poor, igno- 
raut, ſottiſh, deluded People are you, to own this man for your 
Maſter, and take himfor the Meſtiah ? E/:as muſt fiſt come, ar.d 


reſtore all things.. If this man preached never fo heavenly Do» - 


Te and did never ſo-many Miracles, yet if hepretend_to be 
the Zeſiab , he can be buta Deceiver ; for therrue Meſſiab 
comes not before Elias, and every one knows that Elias isnot 


yet come, ngr his work of reſtoring allthings, ſo muchas be- 


un, | * 
ho 4. His Def&rine adminiſtred. abundance: of offence to- them, 
_— were continually ſtumbling at ic. That heavenly do-. 
arine mentioned alittle:before 7 rhat the was the bread of life, 
they myrmured at it, fohs 6. 41, Whenhedid but ſay, God was 
bes father, . they preſently flew out upon him, and ſaid he made 
bimfelf equal with. God, Zohn F- 18; W ben-he ſaid, Deſtroy 


this Temple, and.in three dajes Imill reiſe it up;;, they miſunder-. 
fnod him, and brought it. torch 4s an argument ageinſt bimar 


; | 8: 
made them they.could not receive that begveply DoRrine of his ; 
1, when he taught. 


& 


ry 


TE __ f Glaſs for Profeſſors, © _ - ........ 
the time of his ſuffering,  J4ar. 26. 61... And caſtitasa jearin 
histeeth, 4at. 27,40. When ke did but ſay, to the men fick 
the palſie, Son thy fins are forgiven thee, the'Scribes and Phariſees 
preſently exclauned againſt him, who # this which fpeaketh blaſ- 
phumies ? who can-forgive ſins, but God alone ? Luke5., 21. and 
chap. 7..49. When he preached very powerfully. againſt cove- 
teuſneſs, the Phariſees derided him, -Luke 16... 14. Yea, when 
he did but preach a Parable'Getwo about the Widdew of Sarepte, 
and Naaman the $ Jrian ( it coming a. little cloſe to their State } 
all they in the Synagogue were {o filled with wrath, that they roſe up, 
and thruſt him out of the City, and led him unto the brow of the 
hill to caſt him down headloug, Luke 4,29,29. At his ſayingthat 
Abraham 1ejqyced to ſee his day, and he ſawit, and was glad 
the Jews replyed, The art not yet fifty. years al dg and; haſt tho 
ſeew Abraham ? fohn $. 57. How abſurd and .impollible was, 
this rochem, thata man of not fifty years, ſhould ſay that. Abra- 
ham ( who lived ſo many ages before ) ſaw his day; And inſtead 

-of giving them an argument to demonſtrate. it, to them, he only 

returns them a more confident affirmagion, *Verily, Feyilp, Tay 
unto yog, before Abraham was T am: wer(.. 58. whic ſa xoxaged 
them, that they took up ſtones to. call. ar bim,' ver{..59., Now 
mark, thelife ſpeaks whatit ſees and knows, and ſo1t givesforth 
its Teflimony : the wiſe profeſſor nor being in heli hecan- 
not know-or receivd the teſtimony, but calls for argumencsand. 
damon{trations to- his wiſe eye;, the life. refuſeth to anſwer 
him,bur inſtead thereof, only affirmeththe thing moreſttongly & 

confidently; this{being fo far from that which he looks for and re-, 
quiresto ſatisfe him) kindles diſdain and rage in him:and he looks 
upon the life, for this way of proceeding, as worthy to be ſtoned. 

What;when they ſhould lay before Chriſt a, fair argument, where- 
by they.mighr plainly convince him by-eyident; reaſon, thathe - 
could. not: ſee 46rahams day ; -and he inftead of anfwering-it, 
ſhould only 'bring forth” amore confident affirmation.” Would 
not mens wiſdomein this age, even hiſs at ſuch athing ? yetthis 
was the way.of the lifethen, inthat day ; and the life may at his 
pleaſure, take the fame way again now, to offendthe wiſe-and 

knowlng., --  - ;{{:; RY” 7 RY WET \ nails onied 

When he ſpake of his being the good;Shepheard, andof his Jay- 
ing down hy life fer the Sheep '( and of the Hirelipgs-flecing 3n 
time of danger to ſave himſelf) Fohn 10, verſ. 11, 12, &C, ma- 
| wo 7 
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ny of the Jews faid, he hath a Dtvil, 'and i« mad, why heny ye 
bim ? mL Lge Tn of them that were then'the people of God* 
nem people : for the Jews were. a pegple” ſeperated 
rom the World, and ſtudied the Law, and obſerred the Ordi- 
nances of Moſes ) looked upon Chrift,” as'#man not fit tobe: 
heard ſpeak,but as a mad man, as one that hada Devil, as one that 
might have great power of deceit from the Devil, tobewitch men 
from'truth ; why hear ye him ?what good can ye expe from him? * 
He hath a Devil, and i« mad. +O how deſperately will bold 
fleſh venture to judgeof thelifeand power of God, whenit hath 
yes little knowledge from the Scriptures, and a way of worſhip, 
uties, and ordinances! | 
- When he faid, [and my Father are ove, fohn 10; 30; they: 
$odk up fhones again to ſtone bim, 'verl. 31. and made no queſtion 
bit chey-did well in doing of ir, as appears by their anſwer to his 
demand , 'for which of his good works they ſtoned him? "They. 
reply very confidently, for 4 how work we-ſtonethee not, but for 
Blaſphemy, andbecauſe thou being a man, makeft thy [elf God, 
verſ., 32, 33, And when he faid, If AM an. keep my ſaying, he 
feall never ſte death; Fohn$. 51. Then taid the Jews unto him, 
new we know that thox haſFa Devil." - Abraham udead, and the 
Prophets are #:ad, who makeſt thou thy ſelf 7 -verſ. 53. Were not 
Abraham and the Prophets holy men ?. had not they the ſayings 
of God? and did not they keep the ſayings of God? yer they 
aredead.- Such a Kind of ſpeech as.rhis muſt needs be from the 
Devil. * Now thou makeft maniſeſt from what. Spirit thou ſpeak- 
eſt, Now know we that thou haſt a Devil. And indeed how 
conld the profeſſors of that age digeſt ſuch things, being ſo.con-' 
erary to-whatappeared to then, to be certain truth in the.Scrip-- 
tures. | | 
- Andthere were many other things as hard to them, though 
theexceptionswhich-/ might or did ariſe in their minds, are not 
. particularly mentioned : 'as when 'he ſaith, 7 am the door of the 
Sheep.” All that came before me -are thieves and robbers; butthe 
Sheep did not hear them, Fohn 10.7, 8. How offenſive muſt this 
Dofrineneeds have beento them, going carnally to underſtand 
andreaſonabout it? What were all che Prophets and holy men 
beforethee, thieves and robbers? did the truth never come, till: 
thou broughtſt it? Whatbecame of our Fore-fathers informer 
ascg? wetethey none of chem GodsSheep ?-did none of them-fi on 
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. the door? for. thou ſaiſt thoy art the door; and thou haſt been 
but of late. And whereas thou ſaiſt,the Sheep did not hear ther, 
that's uteerly falſe: for they did bear Afoſes, and they did bear 
the Prophers : and. we have their writings,and will keep to them 
for all thee, let who will bethy Sheep. When he ſaid, that he 
came not to ſend peace but diviſion, Mat. 10.25. How readily: 
mighrtthey reply, that his own mouth diſcovered him, notto- 
be the Meſſiah, the Saviour, the peace-maker; but the wor- 
ker of diviſions, the cauſer of breaches in families. ſetting three - 
againſt two, andtwoagainſt three, Zuke21.51. When beſaid, 
whoſoever committeth ſin is the ſervant of ſin, Fobn'$. 34. Might 
not they well except againſt this, as condemning the whole ge- 
neration of the righteous, and making null the way of ſacrifices: 
which God had appointed for ſins committed at any time by his 
people, which could not but preſuppoſe their commiſſion of fin ?* 
did not Abraham, Iſaac, David, Moſes &the reſt of the Prophets. 
all commit ſin, and were they ſervants of ſin? He taught alſo, 
that thechildren of the Kingdom ſhould be caſt into utter darkneſs, 
at. 8.12. Oh how harſh would this ſound in the ears of the 
zealous profeſling Jew, who was waiting and boping for the: 
Kingdome ! . So in his DovQtrine there ſeemed many contradiQions 
ro the fleſhly underſtanding, for one while he ſaid, 7 7»dge no' 
man, for I came not, to condemn the World : and yet was he not 
continually judging and condemning the Scribes, the Phariſees, 
the Prieſts, the Lawyers, and that- whole generation of profeſ- 
ſors? So again he came to ſeek and ſave that which was loſt, to: 
preach the Goſpel of peace : and yet another while he ſaich, he 
came not to ſend peace but a ſward, and ito kindlea fire; andto: 
ſet men at variance, &c. Again, one while he ſaid, Taxd my 
Father are one, another time, my Father ts greater than 7, one- 
while he bid men do as the Scribes and Phariſees, taught , another 
. while he bid men beware of the Leaven, or DoErine of the Pra- 
riſeesand Saduces, at. 16:12, 7y 
But to what purpoſe ſhould | heap up any: more inſtances? 
O thou that readeſt this, wait to know in thy ſelf the carthat 
cannot hear Chriſts DoErin, and while thon condemneft the Jews, 
_ do'not runinto the ſameerror of unbeliefand gain-ſaying , but 
waitto know the voice of Chriſt in this day,” and to receive the 
ear that can hear it, for though thou ſhouldeſt be willing to hear, 
yet thou-carR* nor,” till thy car be epened. . Nicodemm-who 
| 7 could .. 
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eas acknowledge Chriſt a teacher come fromGed, yet could 


not receive the doarine of the new birch from him, - Zohs 3.4- 
and. there were many things the diſciples themſelves werenot. 
- able ro-bear,. forwhen,” ata,certaintime, he fpake of giving bi. 
fleſ ra eat, not only the Jews; Fohy 6. 52. butthey alſo [tumbled, 
"ver.61, and who is'there among profeſſors, that can now bear 
jt, or receive 'Chrifſts own interpretation of it ? who ſaich, that 


the firſp ( which they underſtood) preſireth nothing , but rho - 


fleſh which he meant was ſþirit avd life, veri63. | 

5. At bu prattiſes, and converſation ,. How is it that he 
eateth and drinketh, with Pablicans and fenners , Mark 2.16. 
Behold a glnitenous man,gand a wine bibber,a friend of Publicans 
and finners, Luke 7. 14. This man if he were.a Prophet, would. 
hawe known who, and what manner of woman this i that toucheth . 
him; for ſue #® a ſinner, Luke7, 39. At the Publicans and 
finners drawing nigh to hear him, the Phariſees and Scribes 
viere. offended, and murmured ſaying, This man recerveth 
ſrnners, and eateth with them, Luke 15.1,2.and when he went 
ro Zachers houſe, they all murmared, ſaying, that he was gone 
tobe Gmeſt mith a may that is a ſinner, Luke 1 9.7. SPE 

Again; becaufe he healed on the Sabbath, - and . juſtified his 
diſciples in plucking of ears of corn on the Sabbath, they were 
filed with madneſs, and communed what they might do to him, 
Luke6. ver. 3. 4nd ver, 10, I. and took counſel ſow they might 
deſtroy him, Mark 3.5,6. Another time,the Ruler of the Syna- 
gogue ſpake with indignation about ir, Lake 13,14, Yea, the, 


Tews "did perfecwre 'feſmr,and ſought to lay bim becanſe be had. 


healed. a man,” and bid him take up his bed and Walkon the Sab- 


bath gay, John 5.ver. 8,16. and ſomeof them made ita any : 


argument againſt him, ths man is not of God, becauſe he keepet 


710k vhe: Sabbath day, John 9.16, What come from God, ard, 
'be - a breaker of his Ordinances ?: Can theſetwo ſtand together? , 


Read and conſider, what more (tri& Ordinance of God under 
the Law, than the Sabbath > What one Ordinance more condr-. 
cing-to-the honour and worſhip of God ? 'Did nottheir whole 


| rolgon and worſhip much depend upon it? How could this, 
po 


ſhbly but bes great offence to them in chat Spirir, and Licteral | 
Wiſdame from the Scriptures, wherein they ſiood?. YecChriſt;. 


in. his fleſhly appearance, was Lord of the Sabbath., and in his. 


ſpizitual appearance hedoth notloſe his dominion. 


o 
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Again they excepted againſt him, that hedid not teach bis dif 
ciples to faſtand pray as 7ohn did, Luke 5.33. but could fuffer- 
them to tranſgreſs the traditions of the Elders, Mat. 15.2.he was 
"not ſtrict after the Fewiſh way of devotion, not {tri after Fohns 
way neither, but againſt the traditions of the godly Elders of 
the 7ewiſs Church, againſt ſandAifying of the Lords Sabbath 
( juſkifying his diſciplesin plucking ears of corn thereon, where- 
as their fore-fethers the Jews,- were not ſo muchas to gather 
Manna on that day ) againſt faſting and prayer, for he juſtified 
his diſciples in that they did not faſt and pray as Fob» did, ſaying, 
how could they while the bride-groom was with them ? Mat.o. 
15. and conſider which way the Jews (in the ſtate they ſtood ) 
could underſiand ſuch an anſwers this, toreſt ſaſitfed therewith? 
6: They excepted againſt his Miracles, partly becauſe he did 
them on the Sabbath day, Fohn 9.16. whereupon they concluded 
he could not be of God ( for ifhe had been of God, he would 
haveobſerved theday which God commanded ) & if he wrought 
them not by the power of God, by whoſe powerthen muſt he 
work them? So they concluded, He caſteth out Devils, through © 
the Prince. of Devils, Mat.9. 34. kehath Belzebub, andby the 
Prince of Devils: caſteth he out Devils,Mark. 3.32, and having - 
thus concluded in themſelves, there was no ear open in them, to - 
hear any thing that might be ſaid to the contrary. And again 
partly, becauſe hedid not anſwer their wils, in giving them fuch, 
a ſign asthey required; for this was ſtill their tone, Aſafter, we © 
world ſee a fign from thee, Mat. 12.38. what ſign ſheweſt thou unto -. 
1, ſeeing that thou doſt theſe things ? John 2.18. and they more 
particularly expreſs what ſign they would have,they would have. © 
a ſign from heaven, Luke 11, 18. What ſign ſheweſtthow, that 
we may ſee and beleeve thee? John 6. 30. We areready tobe. 
convinced, we are ready to beleeve, If thou would give us, 
ſufficient” ground of beleiving in thee. As for all thy healing 
opican caſting out Devils , Belzebub(thePrince of Devils )- 
may furniſh thee with power ) therewith, to deceiveand bewitch - 
us from the Law and Ordinances of Moſes ( which weare ſure - 
are-of God ) but ſhew us a fign from heaven, or elſe blame us. 
not for not leaving Moſes torunafter thee, . CD 
. 7.,They excepted at the Teſtimony, which the Spirit of God. in_© 
him, gave concerning him. When he ſpake theiinward Teſti» - 
mony, whickthe ſpirit of God gave from within, ſaying, Ed : 
p . pe: 
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tht light of the world, he that followeth me, ſhall not walk in dark- 
eſs, but ſhall have thelight of life, John 8.13. they preſently 
cried out thou beareſt 'record of thy ſelf, thy record is not true, 
verſe 1.4.mark his anſwer, 1t is written in your law, that the Te- 
Pimony of two men « tre, I am ovethat bear witneſs of my ſelf, 
and the Father that ſent me beareth witneſs of me, verſe 17, 18. 
How would ſuchananſwer paſs now in theſe dayes, though the 
ſame life ſhould ſpeak ir? would not the wiſe profeſſors of this 
age even hoot ar it? yet the thing is known at this day, even 
the life which the Father begets, and the Fathers teſtifying of it, 
. and with it - and thou that readeſt this, mighteſt know it,couldeſt 
thou waitin the loſs of thine own life, ( wiidome, and knowledg) 
_ forit. | Yn | 
8. They excepted againſt his diſciples and followers, which 
were women, Publicans and ſinners, the common people, yea 
themeaneſt,the pooreſt, and mot Ignorant ( intheir account ) 
who were fitteſt to be deluded and led away. Are ye alſo de- 
ceived? Have any of the Rulers ,or of the Phariſees beleeved on 
him ? but this people who kyoweth not the law, arecurſed, John 
7.47, 48,49. the common people, the ignorant people, the 
unſetted people, ſuch as know not the law, ſuchas underſtand 
not the Scriptures, they run after him, and cry him up : but 
; which of the Sertled ones, which of the truly Zealonsones, which - 
of the Wiſe men in the knowledge of the Law and Prophets, 
which of the orthodox Scribes and Phariſees, who keep cloſe to 
Aoſes , which of theſe beleevein him? whom of them can he 
deceive? As for the heady people, who ( for want of knowledge - 
of the Scriptures ) are ready to runafter every new fanpgle, they 
are not worth che minding, they are acc#r{z4, and therefore no 
marvel thoughGod give them up to follow this deceiver;& rocry 
up his new Light,and forſake the good old Light of Moſes & the 
Prophets. 

.9. They excepted againſt him, that he did not rebuke his 
diſciples, and the multitude (ſpreading their garments, cutting 
down branches, from the trees and {trowing them in the way ) 
with the thildren that cried Hs/anna to him;as he rode on the 
Aſſe Colt to fers/alem: bur herather juſtified them, Zeke 19. 
31.and Mat21.1 F 16.what a ridiculous, and vainglorious peice 
of pageantry would this ſeem to the fleſhly wile eye 2 

-Xo, That he did not ſhew ſufficicar authority for what hedid.' 
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:By whatanthority doſt thou theſe things ? and who gave theet 
authority, &c. Mark 11.28. Thou takeſt upon thee greatautho- 
rity over the people of God, -overtheir Teachers, yea over Gods 
"Temple, Sabbath, and Ordinances; but wheres thy authority fo 
'todo? Shew-us that, &c. - og; (PISS: 5 
11, They excepted when he ſpoke of his ſufferings and death, 
-We have heard-in eur Law, that Chriſt abideth for ever, and 
how ſai ſt thou, the Son. of an muſt be lift up? Who « the ſonof 
man? Joha12.34. Sure he that is' to be lift up, 'cannothe the 
Chriſt which is to abide for ever, and not todie* $0 that here (in 
-one breath) thou haſt overthrown all that thou'haſt been ſetting 
up'by thy Preaching and Miracles. Now which way could they 
-underſtand this thing ? Nay the very Diſciples themſelves could 
; s not ſwallow it, brit were ſtarcled at it , and Chriſt was fain-to 
higeit-a long time from them. And yerif there be any thing held 
forth now in theſe dayes by the ſame ſpirit; (asconcerning _ 
and perfection, or other truths which are ſeen in the ſpitir-)) be- 
cauſe men cannot apprehend them with their carnal underſtand- 
ing, and make them agree wich their carnal knowledge of the 
Scriptures, what liberty do they take to themſelves to ſpeak both 
azainſt the truthir ſelf, and alſo againſtthem who have ſeen theſe 
things in the ſpirit, and ſpeak them from the ſpirit? Now who- 
ſoever becomes a-Diſciple,mult waitin the obedience to know the 
docrine, and not think to enter with that wiſdome, and carnal 
reaſoning from Scriptures, which the Scribes and Phariſees, and 
Profeſſors of that age were ſhut out with. ; 01; 25 
| There were maty- other things which they could not but ex- 
cept againſt, asat his apſwers totheir queſtions, to which ſome- 
times he wasſilent and gave no anſwer at alf. At other times, he 
anſwered not directly, but in Parables ( and how offenſive is this 
co mans wiſdome, who requires a poſitive and dire anſwer? ) 
And ſometimes his anſwers might ſeem quite from the'thing, cas 
Zohn 12. 34,35. - FO 03S NTTORLYT 6993 15 AhaQt O1-21%3 
His not giving reſpe& to perſons (:for it wasaknownthing of 
him, that he regarded not mens perſons, Mar.22.16.) could not 
' be very pleaſing tothem, who loved greetings, and ſought honor 
one of another. He ſhewed not reſpec to Herod the King, ( but 
ſpake contemptuouſly of him, as men wouldaccountit:) Ga ſaith 
he, and tell that Fox. He: did not ſhew reſpe&to the'reverend 
and grave Doctors of the Law, my nor to the High Prieſt _ 
| oo Cn 
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Kl(f.. Nay he did not ſhew reſpeR to bis own Diſciples, but ſaid. 
| -£6 Peer, (when be mildly and affeftionately delired his death. 
. night be: ayoided ) Gf tbee bobind we Satane How harſh and 


i C Tis 


rough 4 reply: might this; ſeem ?./If Peter had erred, through his 
affection and tenderneſs to his Maſter, a meek ſpirit would gently . 
have informed him, but tocallhim Devil, and fay, get thee be- 
\ bind me, what kind of ſpirit doth this favour of, would that pro-. 
 feſfing Jew ſay, who knoweth not the true meekneſs, but ſeeks. 


-afer'« fleſhly meckneſs, which is a ſervant to the fleſhly wiſdome 


-gnd-prudenice,butnoterueborn? Nay he did not ſpeak reſpeRive- 
ly;to hisown Mother, (as mans fbiric , by its rule of reſpe&t- 
would judge and condemn him ) bur faid,, Woman, what have 1 
fo de with thee ? Fohy.2. 4. and in a manner denied all his re-- 
lations,-Afat- 12.48. = 1 , : ohh... FE 
- Laſtly; (to inſtance no more”) at his harſh cenſures of all the.- 
Profeſſors of thatage,. (which obſerved the Law of Aoſes, and. 


Iſraels Statutes) withgll their laboriousand godly Teachers, ju- 


Nifying none but bimfelf, and what he taught, and a few of his 
followers. Hetold them that they had notthe /ove of GoF in them, 
John/5«42-. :Did nox-this ( think ye ) ſeem to them a very harſh 
charge? And why not the love of God > becauſe they did not... 
follow him,-and hisnew:Do&rine ?. yea, would they be ready to 
fay; they didlove God, and kept his Commandements, Sabbaths, 
and Ordinances, which be tranſgreſled. 1 
/..: HeJaid this. alſo to their cbarge, that they did not believe 27 
ſes, John 5. 46, Whatan unjuſt charge might this ſeem, when 
they uicreſo zealousfor Jdofes, and their very diſlike of hini,and 
controverſie againſt him, : was for the ſake of the Law and Ocdi-- 
nancesof Maſes ?- wt | | | 
Another charge he-laid to them was, that they were not the - 
children of 4b:r4bam, orof God, but ofthe Devil, 70h» 8. ver. 
3:9;42;44-./ What a raſh cenſorious man might.they account him 
thus to ſpeak of them, who were the human ſecd of Abraham, 
who were ſuch ſtri&-obſervers of Gods Laws and Ordinances, 
(wbiclr is-theproperty.of his children) and ſuch enemies tg the - 
Devil, thaz they would not be drawn.from the truths, and way 
of worſhip taught by-Ao/es and the Prophets, no-not;by allthe 


Miracles he c d wotk 2; | DK OB il $5 $0): 1 1h! 
_ He called theinafarrbleſtavd perverſe Generation, Mait.17. 
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" He told thim that they did not kyow God, though they ſaid _ 
with confidence that he was their God, John 12.54.55. How | 
could they bear this > They had been ſtudying rhelaw and Pro- 
phets,and hada greatſtock of knowledge from thence, and were - 
tri& and exact in worſhip( ſome of them,as wellas Pax/,might 
be according tothe Law blameleſs Jand now to be told they did 
not know God? Nay, he that abounderh'in. knowledge, devo- 
tion, andworſhip,yer being not in thelife andpure Power of the 
Spirit, hath not one dram of the true knowledge. | 
He told them that they ſhould dye i» their fins, JohnB8.21. 
( O hard word, and ſevere judgerzent ! ) And yet he had told 
them a little beforetharthe judged no man, ve-.15, yeathey did 
think ' themſelves exceedingly wronged by him,. and thought | 
that no man that had any thing of Godin him could ſpeak-ſuch 
- things, but ovly one that was an etemy to the people'ot God, 
ard led by the ſpirit of Satan. To this effeR they expreſſethem-_ 
ſelves, verſe 48. of that Chap. Say we not well, that thow art a © 
Samaritan, and hath a Devil E: JAEp 
' Yea when Chriſt charged them with going about to kill him, 
they ſeemed to themſelves ſo clear intheir own conſciences, that 
they anſwered, thou haft a Devil, who goes about to kill thee ? 
John 7.29. how cafily might :they cloſeup the controverſie, 
and by this very thing conclude himto bea falſe Prophet ? He 
ſayes we went about to ti!:him, when (God knows ) therewas 
not ſuchathing inonr hearts. Canthisman bea true Prophet? 
yet Chriſt knew -the prefeſſing] Jews to be the Murtherer ,. 
and in and for his Religion ſakeftill ſeeking to ſlay him. And 
there is no ſuch murtherer of Chriſt ( thelife )-upon the earth, 
as the zealous Profeſſor and worſhipper out of thelife. - He that 
is inthe lifecannot perſecute any man; he that is out ofthelife, 
cannot but perſecute him that'is in the life. Hereby thetrue 
and falſe chriſtian may be diſcrened, by the weakeſt imple and 
ſingle eye. Be 
And then for their teachersardexpounders of the Jaw, how 
exceeding bitter did be ſeem againſt them ? and how heavy 
things was hecontinually laying to their charge ? Hecalled chem 
blindGuids, Hypocrites , painted Sepulebres , Graves which 
appears 'not, and prononuced woe upon woe againſt them. 
| Kead' that one place, Mar. 23. 33, Te Serpents, ye Generation 
of Vipers, how can ye eſcape the dammation of Hell? What 
F hah | C 2 ſpeak 
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ſpeak thus of our zealous Teachers, who ſtudy the Law, are 
- ric in practifing ofthe Ordinances, and rake ſuch pains toin- 
 inftru& us in the mind of God, i from Xo/es and theProphets? 


© was ſuch a man as thisfit to live? Nay andhe does not ſhew. 


a Goſpel ſpirit, mark how ſharp. and bitter his words came from 
him ( for indeed. .a ſharper ſpeech, with greater yehemency and - 
indignation of fpirir, .can hardly be ſpoken) and they mighe- 
ſeem to apgravate this ſharp condemnationof his, from his own 
confeflion': he himfelf had confeſſed that they fate in Moſes chair 
( now he might have - ſhewn ſome honour to Io/es chair,and 
to their office , which was of God, and doubtleſs good ) and: 
not have goneabout to make them thus odiousin theeyes ofthe - 
people. Nay he himſelfhad bid mendo as they faid,butin wer. 3. 
of that Chap. Now wasit likely thatevermen ſhould mind what: 
they ſaid, or obferve their doAtrine, when he had rhus repre- 
ſented them, as oppreſſors of the conſcience, ver.q. as devonrers - 
of widdows houſer, and making long prayers in Hypocrijie, ver.. 
13. as making their proſelytes more the children of hell then 
themſelves, ver. 15. as neglifters of the weighticr matters of the 
Law, Fadgement, Mercy and Faith, ver.23. as appearing righ-- 
teorus to men, but full of Hypecriſie and iniquity, ver.28, as of 
the ſame generation that killed the Prophers, ver.31.32. as d - 
ctivers, as ſuch as led into thrditch, (and bid men beware of 
' thtir .leaven:) were not theſe/ good kind 0: 1rcouragements for 
P:ople to hear them ? Yea he cbarged cle with /orrring up the. 
Kingdome of heaven againſt wen, and nit going in themſelves, 
»or Ffferin 'T men to enter that were going in, Ver.13.. How cou'd- 
they obſerve what they. taught wichour bearing them? -and 
would Chriſt wiſh any to hear ſuch men as theſe? Yet for all this, 
without doubt they were not without their juſtifications againſt 
Chriſt in theſe reſpeAs,. and -alſo.had their charges { on che 04 
ther hand) ready againſt him. Now how did they ſhut up the 
Kingdome of Heaven -againſt men? Did not they reach the; 
Law, and. dire& men to the-Ordinances of God, and open the 
Prophets words to them ? was this ſhutting up the Kindome of 
heaven ? And. would not they ſuffer men to enter? Why,theie 
work was to win people ro their profefiion, they would compaſs 
Sea and Land to makea profelyte. How Rifly might. the Jex's 
have pleaded againſt Chriſt, thas he did ſlander their godly Mi- 
niſters, whowere very painful and zealous in opening the Scrip+ 
. Ih. tures, 
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tures, and teathing the way of God ? nay he himſelf could not 
deny but they taught well: for he himſelf ith, whatſoever 
they bid . you. obſerve, that obſerve and ds, Mat. 23.3..But 
mark now, that ye may underſtand the thing, -itis.thns. ' Any 
reaching, or expounding of Scriptures out of the life, ſhurs up 
the Kingdome : for the Life isthe Kingdome : and words from 
the life yeild the favour of the Kingdome: but words ont of it. 
(though never ſo good and irue reach not to the life in another, 
but only build upa knowledge in the contrary wiſdome, and 
teach to hold the truth in the unrighteouſneſs, where Satans 
Kingdome ſtands, and where he hath the dominion over all that 
is brought thither. And fo this kind of teaching and knowledg 
ſhuts up the doorand way of life, and muſt be loſt, before the 
Kingdome can be found. 

They ſhut up the true Kirgdome, but they opened another 
Kingdome, they opened the Kingdome another way, ( which 
was in truth ſhutting of it, ) and they had Niſciples and Children 
, of theKingdome. whom they tickled with the hope of life, and 
fed with promiſes and comforts : but theſe the Lord would ſhut: 
out.. Many. ſnail come from the Eaſt and Weſt, and ſhall fit down 
with Abraham, and I[aac,and 7acob, in the Kingaome of Hea- 
ven: but the Children of the Kingdome, ſhall be caſt ot into ut- 
rer darkneſs, Mat. $.11,12. Thisisas true at thisday, in this 
preſenc diſpenſacion, asit was then in that diſpenſation, though. 
-men make 1ta. great accuſation againſt us, charging us that we 
- fay noneare thepeople of Ged but our ſelves, ard as if all were 
damned but we, . Theſe are mens harſh and unſavory expreſſi-. 
ons; we uſe not to ſpeakaſter thismanner, but ſoberly open the- 
ſlateof che thing;asic ſtands in the truth ( andasit hath been re- 
vealed unto ns,by him who is true,ard cannoc lie, )which is thus: 

Thatthrough-which men are ſaved,is the diſpenſation of truth 
in cheirage. Themeature of light, which God gives forth in 
every age; thatis the mears and proper wayoof Salvation inthat 
age: and whatevermenget, orproteſs of the knowledg of truth, 
declared in former ages, yet making uſe of that to withſtand 
the preſent diſpenfarion of trathin their age, they cannot thereby | 
be ſaved, bur may thereby be hardened againſt that which ſhould 
' fazethem.. And thiswe age aſſured of from the Lord, that as 
the Jews could not. be ſaved. by the Law of Moſes ( making uſe. 
of itin oppoſition to the ſhining of the light of God inthe rn 
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«phers if their preſent ages ) nor afterwatds' could be ſaved by 
magnifiingand obſerving both the words of 2Zoſesand the Pro- 
phets; arid their belief from thence of a zſſiah to corfie,-( mak- 
ing uſe of theſe things to oppoſe that appearance of Chriſt in the 
fleſh,” which was thediſpenſation of theit day then. ) No more 
can any Profeſſors be ſaved now, by belief of a Chriſt come, or 
any thing which they can learn gr praQtiſe from the Scriptures, 


making uſe thereof to oppoſe thediſpenfation of this day; which 


c 


light of the Spitit, in the hearts of Gods people ( who have ear- 
neſtly ſought, and in much ſorrow and perplexicy of Spirit, longe 
ed and waited for him ) after this.long dark night of the Ant. 


_ chriſtian apoſtacy. 


diſpenſation is the immediate and powerful breaking forth ofthe 


There remain yet ſome other exceptions againſt him, abour- 


the time of his ſuffering death, with his hard uſage, which would 
not wholly be paſſed over, ts ? 

_ Asfirſt, his diſreſpeRive or irreverend anſwering of the high 
Prieſt, ( as it ſeemed to them) when he asked him of his Dotine, 
ohn 18. verſ. 19. His anſwer,was, that he ſake openly inthe 
World, not in ſecret, why ackeſt thou me? ach them that heard 
75e ; whereupon one of the Officers firuck him,faying ; A»/wereſt 
thou the high Prieft ſo? verſ. 22. The plainneſs and ſimplicity of 
the life (.which bows to God, and cannot regard man in the 
tranſpreſfion ) ſeems rudeand-unmannerly to the lofty Spirit of 
the world. bs | | = 

'.2. His filericeat the Teſtimonies brought againſt him, and to 
the high Prieſt when be queſtioned him, Mark 14, 60, 61. 
Indeedeither the ſpeaking or filence in the life, is offenſive to 
the carnal profeſſor, who knoweth not the Law of the life in 
this particular, bur can eicher ſpeak or be ſilent .according to his 
own will. This is the diFerence between the true andthe falſe 
Chriſtian; The falſe Chriſtian, his knowledg and Religion ſtands 
in his own will, in his own underſtanding, ( he ſpeaks in his own 
time ) both which are crucifiedin him that is born of the Spi- 
rit. 4s 
3. When he did ſpeak the trutIFof himſelf, the high Prieſt 
rent his cloaths, and charged him with blaſphemy, AZar. 26.64. 
And thoſe that wereby, fell inwith the high Prieſt} and ſaid he 
was guilty of death, vert. 66. Then they pet on his face axd 
_ buffetted him, and[mate him, and mocked bim,and: blindfolded 


him, 


_ 


. him, and ſtruck. hiw' on the face, biddiug him prophefie, who 
| fmote him, Mat. 26. 67,68. and Lake 22. 63,64. 


.* When they brought bim to Pilate, they. would have Pilate 
takeit for granted thathe was an evil doer, and worthy of death; 
for when Pilate asked for their accuſation againſt him, they an- 
ſwer, if he were not a Malefattor, we would not have delivered 
him up untothee, fohu 18.29, 30. Pilate refuſing fo to proceed 
in judgment, (verſ. 31. ) they begin to bring tn their charges, 
we found this fellow perverting the Nation, and forbidding ta give 
tribute to Caeſar, ſaying, that he himſelf is Chriſt a King, Luke 
23.2, Pilate examines him herein, but profeſſes he can find no 
faulc in him at all, Foh» 18. 38. Then the chief Prieſts accuſed 
him ofmany other things, ( Mark 15. 3. and were more fierce, 
faying, be-ftirreth up the people, teaching throughoat all Fury, 
beginning frem Galilee ro this place. ( This indeed was his great 
offence, he taught with the authority of the Spirit, and not as 
the Scribes. .) Then P:/ate ſent him-to Herod ( where the chief 
Prieſts and Scribes ftood vehemently accuſing him ) who queſtio- 
ned him much, but he anſwered him nothirg. And Herod,with 
his men of War, ſet him at naught, and mocked him, and aray- 
ed him in a vorgeous robe, and ſent himback'to Pilate,” Luke. 
23: 9,10,1T. Pilate profeſſed that he could not find him gitilry 
of this ſecond charge neither of perverting the people, vez/. 14. 
therefore chaſtifing him, he would releaſe him, vex/. 16. Bur 
the people (by the perſwaſion of the chief Prieſts and Elders ) 
eried allat orce, Away with this man, and releaſe unto us Bar-- 
bas, verſ. 18. but let him be crucified, crucifie him, cxnci- - 
fie him, verſ, 21. '&c. Now when Pilate bad” ſcourbed him, . 
and the Souldiers had ripped him, and put on 'hima Scarlet 
Robe, and had puta Crown of platted Thornes on his head, . 
and a Reed in his right hand, and. had bowed the knee to himin 
Mockery, and: ſpit on him, 'and ſmote him with a Reed, he 
brings bim forth to them again, hoping thismighc appeaſe there 
malice, and they might be content to ſpare his being crucified: 
They tell him they havea Law, and by their Law he oughtto - 
dye,becaufe-he made himſelf the Son of God, fob» 19. ver. 4. . 
to8. ( ſee how they turn and wind every way to make the. 
innocent an offender, and to make ſome Law, of one kind or 
other, take hold of him ! ) But when alltheir accuſations would 
not prevail with Pi/ate;bur Aili(from the ſenfe of his inuocency ) 
P | Ez CRE > he . 
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"”” hebada mind to releaſe himy they uſe another ſubtile artifice, . 


" relling him, 5f be let this man go, 'he was not Ceſars friend, fohn 
" 19. 12.. Thiscarricsit wich Ps/are, now he diſputes no furcher, 
bart deliversbim up to their will, -L«ke23. 5. 

Now thou, who readeſt this, take heed of judging the Jews 
for all this wickedneſs, while the ſame nature is alive in thee, 
which did all this in them: for aſfuredly thou ( in whom thar 
nature, whichdid it in them, is not ſubdued ) wonldft have done 
the ſame thing, hadſt.thou lived in thoſe dayes. Thou that: 
diſdaineſt and perſecuteſt the appearance of Chriſt inthis age, 
whuldſt have diſdained, 8&.have perſecuted his appearance. in that 
age, do not deceive thy Soul, 

The Jews did as little think, that ever they ſhould have puta 


Prophet, or any good man to death ( much\leſs the Mefiah ). 


as thou canſt : yea, they could blame their FathersFfor killing the 
Prophets, and fay, if chey had lived in thoſe dayes, .they would 
not have done it: and yet doſt thou not read whaethbey did? 
The perſecuting Spirit was ever blind, and couldin noage read 
its evil and bitter nature, and itsenmiry againſt the life and pow- 
er. Be not thou blind in thy day ( as they.were in theirs ) and 
an enemy under pretence of being a friend. 

4. Another exception or argument againft him about the 
time of his ſuffering death, was, that he, did no: put forth his 
power toſave himſelffrom the croſs, he ſaved others, let him ſave 
himſelf, ifhe be Chrift the choſen of God, Luke 23. 35. Isit 
likely that this is the Son of God, and that.he did ſo many mira- 
cles by the power of God, andcannot now favehiraſeif from the 
croſs ? This bis ſuffering death on the Croſs dida little tumble 
ſome of the. Diſciples ( as may appear, Luke 24. 20, 21. ) and 
was enough to have overturned the faith ( ofany ) which tood 
not in the Spirit, and inthe power. The Souldiers alſo could 
mock and manage this argument againit him,” ſaying, 1frhox be 
the King of the fews, ſave thy ſelf, Luke 23.37. Andtheythar 
paſſed by, reviled him,wagging their heads and ſaying, Thouthar 
deftroyeſt the Temple,and busldeſt it in three dayes, ſave thy ſelf, If 
thou be the Son of God,come dows [rom the Croſs, Mat.27.39, 40. 
Likewiſe the chief Prieſts with the Scribes and Eiders, mocked 


among themſelves, ſaying, he /aved others, himſelf. he cannct © 
ſave. LetC briſt the King of Iſrael deſcend now from the Croſs, 


that we may ſee audbelicve, Mark, 15. 31, 32. One-of the 


Thieves - 
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Thieves Wo railed of bimfaying, if theube the Chrift ſave thy 
fe I and, Like 22.39, Ard.when be cryed ont to his Go! 
El8,Ed5, &e. they derided lim, This man calleth ftr Elias, 
let us ſee whether Elias will come to ſavetim, Mat. 27. 47, 
49: Ard after he was dead; the chief Prieſts and Phariſees ſpake 
of him, -as ofa known deceiver, ver/. -63. And ſeem in a ptous 
zeal for the Church, to,cake carethar there be go furgheroccaſi- - 
on after his death, ' for the reviving. and ſpreading of bis deceir 
and errors, ver/. 64. Thus the holy one, the- pure one, the 
juſtandtrueone,( in whoſe heart andmounth was no guile found) 
was nambred among tranſgreſſors, accounted: a deceiver,. and 
put to death as a blafphemer by the zealous prieſts and profeſſory 
of that age, who were ſo confident of the righteouſneſs of their 
eauſe ( on the bebalf of the Law of AZo/es, and their Sabbaths, 
Temple, &c. |) againſt him, that when Pi/are waſhed his hands 
asclear of his bloud, all the people anſwered and ſaid, his blowd 
been w,; and on onr children, Mat. 27. 25... nc: 
: Now let menconfider what tlie great exceptions are, whicly 
they have againft ths living appearance of Chriſt in his Spirit, 
(now towards thecloſe of the apoſiacy ) and againſt us his wit- 
neſſes, whom the Lord hath called forth to teſtifie to his name, 
Many exceptions men have againſt our Per/exs, our Dorine, 
our Prattiſes, for wanr of 'miracles, &c. - 1s this, generation 
more wife, or juſt in their exceptions then the former was? 
Confider the main: ones alittle. og er 
Their great exceptions againſt our Deftrineare.. _ -- 
T. That - we preach up a light within , aud that he that 
receiveth that_light receiveth a perfeft gift; and growing 

up mn it, groweth up to perfettion, which in this Iife( throu 

faith and obedience to this light or perfect} gift ) may by. 

attained, ana the body of ſin put off, and the new man Chriff 
ton. | 
Anſw, Indeed we cannot but preech up thelight within, and, 
declare 'vnto men how great thirgs jt bath done for us, even, 
that which we could never by any means meet with, from any. 
light without. And this is perfe&, and tendsto make perfe@, 
carrying onits work daily. Now he that feels its virtue, cannot 
doubr of its power. He that ſeeth the body of ſin daily going 
off, cannor doubr bur he may be ſtripped. Indeed if a man ſtrive 
2pairfifinin his'own will; ( and by bis own gathered —— 
rh | | D e 
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faith and patience is gncouraged to hope and.wait for it. . 

2, That we deny that, Chriſt which dyed at Feruſalem, and 
_ imputed ri ie breemſmeſs, and (et up an, inherent.righttonſe 
Teſs. 9 CO rey We POET ETD RG | : 
-Anpſw. we know no other Chriſt then: that which dyed at 
Fernfalew, only weconfeſs our cheif knowledg of him isin Spi- 
Tit; "And as Cliiſt ſaid inthedayes of his fleſh, that thewayto 
knowhis Father, was to know him, and that hethat knew him, 
kneyrthe father alſo. So we now wicneſs, that the way co know 
Chriftis to knowrheSpirit; andthar hethat knoweth the Spirir, 
knoweth Chriſt alſo, with whom Chriſt is one, and.from whom. 
he cannot be ſeperated. * And as for imputed righteonſueſs, it is 
£00 pretious a thing tous for to be denyed by us. That which 


cannot" but acknowledg that. it is able to' perfe& him, and in 


we deny is mens putting of it out: of irs place, applying it to,.- 


them who are not in the*true. faith, and walk nor in chetrue 
bght? for intbetruclight ( where the fellowſhips with the Fa-: 
therand the Son )there alone thebloud cleanſerh, 1 Fohn 1.7..and, 
chere atone the righteouſneſs is imputed ro him, who is cleanſed, 
by the bloud-in the light, and. not to him who knows ,it. not. 
And' es for inherent righteouſneſs , we, meddle not withathar, 
werd, but this we ſay IF hat our life exceedingly lies in fechng., 
chE-righteorſnefs of Chriſt Woe, and revealed in us ;- and ; 
we wiſh men could come out_of the reaſoningaboutir; into 
the feeling of the mmuey - withus: for then weare ſure they 
would not ſo'ſharply, nor ſo long contend... _.. Iona 
*'3\ That we deny the. Ordinances aud means of Salvation. 
Anſw. We deny nothing that tlie. Apoſttes.or Chriſtians for-- 
merly practiſed, nordo we deny any thing that any now pya-, 
Riſe in the light, and in" the-faich - but the ſetting vp ING 
things in. the will, that we deny ; . or the jmitating theſe with- 
out the command of the Spirir, that we deny alſo... Aud this we, 


* 
- 


reftifie, - hat Antichriſt crept in here, and' that .chey are his 


great cover-to keep men from the life, and therefore warn n.ea- 
to mind the life, and to take heed they be not kepr, from the ſub- . 


. ſtance by the ſhadows, whiere Antichriſt lies lurcking to bewitch 


from the ſubſtance., And we are ſure that theſe in Antichriſts 
hands, are-not the means of Salyation'; but keep OR BBAgat, 


- * wm . 


He cannot get much ground, and fo it is hard for him to believe © 
perfeQion, Bat; hethat feels unity with that which is perfect, 
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_ © "AOheſs for Profeſerr.  Ww © 
_ -df the holy City, where the life arid Salvation'is.: And werexd = 
that the outward Court was given to the.Gentles,) whortrod we- | 
der fot? the hely City, Revel. 11. 2, And we have foufid by ex- 
-perience, that-while we our ſelves were crying up the.outward 
, Court, we did trample under foot the holy City, thoughwe then 
'Knew-1t not. | reid at yy; Ay, 1 : 2390} , 
- Their-exceptions: againſt our Perfoxs are,: that: we are 5gue- 
rant; 3Hitkrate, and alſo wnſcerled Perſons ( who have ſtill been 
ſeeking up and down, &c. ) 37:0 | | 
Anſw. What Perſons are fitteſt for God to make uſe of, to- 
wards the recovery of his People out of the: Apoſtacy ?- Doth-noc 
: God chuſe that which is weak, -and:miean, and contemptible;rbat 
-bis'glory might the more appear? Is not this a mote likely my 
. for him ro ſteal upon the World, thenif he appearedin the wi 
.and learned ones? And among whom is his appearing to be ex- 
pected? among thoſe who are._ſerled upon their leesin the A- 
-poſtacy ; or among thoſewha have mourned, panted,and ſoughe 
ro come out of it, and could not be fetledwitbout his appearing 
cothem, and fixing of their feet uponi 'theRock. Burt have we 
. been unſetled, ſince God hath faſtned us on the living Founda- 
tion? Nay, hereis no moregoing our, but he that-abides faith- 
fu), remains pillar in the houſe of God. © 
Men except likewiſe againſt. our pre&i/es, as thatwe ſhew 
.not reſpett to-perſons, and that weare not fri# ( aftertheir man» 
ner )' #1 duties, -&C. p CH: RE 
Anſw. We haveheardthat voice, Fear God, and yiveGlory 
ro him, - Revel. 14.7, ( not only as it: is written there, buc in 
Spirit: Jand where the Lord is exalted, theglory of the crea» - 
turefalls : read 7/4. 2::: how all falls in that day, tharGod alone . 
"might be exalted. And we cannot, in this' mighty day ofthe 
. Lord, any longer givetos man that honour which he hath gathe- 
red in the fall, and which pleaſerh: the fallen nature,' andnot 
that,which-is bornepf God. And for-dutiez,” we have /bewailed 
( inthe fight.ofthe Lord.) our former running into duties with- 
out his Spirit; and we muſt confeſs we can only pray inthe Spi- 
rit,.fing in the Spirit, wait in the Spirit, ſpeak inthe Spirit ( as 
that gives utterance ) and not of our ſelyes,. or when wewill, 
but as we feel life ( ſtrength and-power from-on-high)leading and 
aſlifiing us. Andourreligion:confiſtencicher ig willing norcun- 
m0g, but,in waiting: 00: ths Spirit: and power of the Lord, to 
&. 402? = work 
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 Anfw." Wepointto tharwhich wrought all the outward Mirg- 


cies: former!y, and which now worketh great inward Miracles in - 


ſpirit : and we are ſure the ſame power (.which we have received 
cheGolpttin Nis of the ſame' healing virtue. Bu thar 'power. 
worketh according tothe purpoſe ofits own will; andnot atcor 
ding to the will of man ( yea though Paw! had the gifr'of healing, 
es, left Trop bimus at Milerum bk, 2 Tim. 4. 20..) \neither 
— or —_— of man ir emp all thofe Miracles 
which Chriftand the Apoſtles wroughe.. It isenongh for usto febl 
and hve inthe moving of the power, in which'we Ejoperndar 
more fativficd :( thar dyir our names are writteniin-the Bodkif 


Life ) wecouldby any fuch outward and vilible appearance 
and manifeſtation of it. Buviif we dilwork outward Miracles,, 


yerifetion-hadftmpbaminwardieyeto ſcerthem with, thou wouldft 
notbeqblets diſtiapuifls by: wharpower they were wronght, 
_ Towharpur uld!Dmention aty moreiparticalats?” Ts'jr 
- not. en6ugh?./O fear before 'itheLord, -anddo nor loſe thepre- 
_ Gntdeſpo n of Jife chrough miſtake {( or becauſe ye cannot 
have things ſuited to yourTorrupt wills:): but know the Goſpel:, 
whidtviwaninward difpentation, .anddorthnotconfift:it outward 
ſhadows, but 5n)inward irene, Aliftand: power 7 for the King- 
dome of God ts righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy intheholy Spiree. 
Gokiteo-waitfor that, to feel char, tounite there ; '«nd:then we 


ſhallhordifferabour charwhich {09mm -Butiitis Antichrifls 
way (bly ther Mapifleatos power?) iroforce an/agreement about 
the burward, which. 


pieferysthrinwacd.)! oo 7 Bo: 
-Ainow tet me:{purone Queftionto you; Where is'thedeceir - 
dir evafrerChrift co'beexpeRtad 2 Didthe Jews deny. Ioſes-- 

and eco Wricings;,! or Ordiaances? - nay vere they not 
vevy'2eutousfor rhefe?: und were: not theſe their cover; under - 
which'rhey :perſecured> Criſt; and wericeall their' malice as 
inſt ihira'?*-:$0 can itibe jexpeRted gow ,. that the TDeceivers of 

. med ſhould deay the Apoſtieswricings, or thepraQiſes there» 
' danmiondd?7 iOrdiendorithercobcexpettet;thacundertheir 
yn ny agcicn the life > 
chuud ſeohechwpyovery after-ige vfProfeiſorscook upthe 
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veork wiſin us anTioruy. .Alinbele chings welook uponto be one 
ſe excepted againſt us;zthat we do idt:work Miruarlee, - 


;vhitcenderndsoficonſtiencewtiich . | 


| words: 


_—_— === 


—— 


. 
— — 


EBB 


Cho fr Prfeſor mr. ® 


words and praAiſes of them who were perſecnted in the forego- 

ing ape; ardunder the profeſſion of thoſe words and praiſe, 
| bavehid their ſpirit of perſecution ? There is a remnant only 4- 

mong Profeſſors to be ſaved, the generallicy of rhem have ſtjll-- 
been perſecuters, crexping.into the form, getting daribri og b_ 
upon their backs,. and then fighting againt the life and power. 
- O wait on the Lord in his fear , that ye may be found worthy to 
khow the perſecuted trurh on the one hand, and the perſecurin 
ſpirit on the other har:d in this day of large profeflion, and alſo f 
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Asuſw. The cauſes wete wy many, T may mention fome few 
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- them. © And by theſe means, brain the ſhadows in thecarnal 
mind, they loſt the ſubſtance, which the proper uſe of che Jha- 
fox wax'to have pointed them unto. 
3, Their high.concests of the goodneſs of their ſtate in relation © 
63, and of the certainty of their knowledge of the traths of 
. "Godfrem Moles and the Prophets. They were confident tharthey | 
© knew God aright, and that he was their facher,, end that rhey 
. were hischildrenand people. Arid fo Chrift appearing'in a Teem- | 
-4ng contrariety to theſe. ( notwithſtanding all his powerfn]-prea- 
' ching and miracles) they made no queſtion bur they might boldly 
conc pony not toþe as. "IN? q F : 
". 4» Chriſts coming in a way that they looked not for him. T 
.had concluded Eo the Scrigtures, how Chriſt the appear, 9 
. be comiyg in a far different oianner, they could not own him, bur 
' looked upon. him as a Deceiver, one that pretended to beChriſt, 
| but was not like to what the Scripture ſaid of Chriſt, So whac 
 theScripture ſaith of Chriſts ſecond.coming, .is hid as much from 
_the carnal eye of profeſſors in.this age, as what was ſaid concern- 
ing his firſt coming, was hid from them in their age ; and he will 
- Heal upon them asa Thief, at a time, andina way,and after a man- 
ner that they expeRt not. in ea OCB 
. $5. (Whichis the main one, and the cauſe of all the former) 
Becauſe they were from the light within , from the crue light in 
their own hearts and conſciences. . The light within is the greac 
' Ordinance of God, and the proper means to give the knowledge 
'of him, ( 2.Cor.4.6.) without which it was never receivedunder . 
any diſpenſation : for the bghtchat ſhines abroad (or from with- 
-out ) can alone be known and received by thelight that ſhines 
-ywithin.. Chriſt himſelf opens tliis in a Parable, The 7ighs of the 
body ( faith he ) the ege, if therefore thinegye be ſingle, ( clear, 
« without beams or moats ) thy whole body ſpall be full of light, Mat. 
'6-22+ But if thatbe evil, if chat be dark, ifthar be clofed'ty the 
.God of the world, all Moſes words, all the Prophets words, yea 
| all Chriſts and his Apoſtles words, cannot give « w light... Can I 
- . Joe the light of che Sun, Moon, or Stars, ( or of any fire orcandle) 
if Lhayenor a natural y of and if that'naturaleyebe not open? 
So neither can lſcetheli 


50 neith ght of any diſpenſation of life, if I have 
notaneye within me open,wherewich co ſeeir. $0 that that which 
givesme the ſight of che thipgs of God, is the eye which God hath 
given me; | By that maybe read che eternal power and H06-tead 
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in thetreatyfes ;-ih theBooks of Aſo/es and the Prophets, in the 
writings of the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, astheſpirirleadsand o- 
pens. Yeathe famefpirit that opened to theſe without Books ;- 
way again open to any of us'without Books at his pleaſure, (ant 
will not belimited'to Books ) and wethen may read alſo as they” 
did, even within in the ſpirit, and in the immediate life; - but” . 
without this; can none of the things of God be readaright.” Now 
the God of this-world had blinded this eye in the Jews, yea they” 
themſelves had fopprd their ears, andeloſed their exes, &c. they” 
would not fee this way, they would not be converted and healed 
this way. "They would' keep up the knowledge, which they had 
gathered from /Zo/es- and the Prophets withour this eye; and' 
with that they would ſee, or notat all. | w__ | 

' Thus being from the light within, they could not ſcetheplace* 
of life within, where life is to bereceived: they could notſee: 
the wombe of wiſdom, which is within, and ſo could not enter: 
into it, '2nd-be born again. And being-not born of the wiſdome, 
tiow could*rhey- juſtifie 'the wiſdome?_ being not born of the” 
light, how could: they know or own Chriſt, whoſe coming and 
appearance was in the light ? For that appearanceof Chriſtthe: 
life; in that body-of fleſh, could not be diſcerned by allmens” 
wiſdome in'the letter; ( rhe Diſciplesthemſelves came not ſo to + 
know 'it ) but my Father which 5 19 Heaven hath revealed it to 
ov. - And mark it, the-Diſciples, who were illiterate and nor - 
ſo.knowing-of the Scriptures "that were written of Chriſt, yet- 
they knew Chriſt : and the Scribes and Phariſees, . whichi were+ 
' vety skilful- inthe letter, could not know him; What was the * 
_ reaſon ? The reaſon lay n the difference of the eye, or light 
wherewith they looked : the one looked withan outward eye, 
the other with an inward eye. And a little-inward light wil do'that, 
- Which a great deal of outward light wil nor do. AndthisIean * 
certainly- affirm, that all che-ligbe thar'nien cangather fromthe + 
Scriptures, cannot give themthe knowledge of Chriſt as he hath? 
appeared in thisage, nay nor as he hath appeared inany age * 
ſince thedaics of the Apoſtles : -butr a little true inwardlight will - 
give the knowledge of this thing,” and open thoſe Scriptures in-" 
. fallibly ( in its feafon ) which all the Generations of wiſe and 
learned mer: have been controverting and diſputing aboute, in 
thar wiſdome and ſearching -ſpirit-which is never to underſtand: * 
ihe. .. This then 1s the main and fullreaſon ofthis deep error ol | 

-'Þ & 


\Rowe.:10. $. for 'oſer, had taught them; after the Laws and 
Ordinances,about worſhip'and ſacrifices, thatthe word that they, 
wereto obey and do{(the word chat could givethem life, and make. , 
theag obedient to all the commandements withous }.-was in their, 
\beartand mouth, Dents30, 74. and ſo the Prophet Migah,when | 
they. propeſed ſacrifices, and Oil, ropleaſe God with, hebrings | 
them to thiswhich. was given to.chem incommon 8; Praia o 
Hfich. 6, 8. for all Ordinances and Laws;and obſervations,and 
praRiſes without, are but to being to the, lifewithin, whichis 
ro be found again there, where'ic was loft; and ſtill lies 1:1a and 
hid ( even in thefrifd, or houſe, where; was {oſts.) And he thac ; 
ſeeks. abroad, never. finds; it, but. when- the candle is lighted wr ; 
tis-ewa houſe, and, he ſearches narrowly in the feild in wy own 
| = | eart, 
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| Heartzactd-the'eternal eyehegine to.0penin:him ghen-he cries our, 


Godwa).imslis;plage, and ban got avars ofit.ah bow theene- 
my bowiched.mg;to-mup from 446 tt mounthun, andfrombnl 
to hill;apdfiatb hereby covered my eyefrombrhotding themoun- 
tain of the: Lows houfe, -andfrom feeling ihe ſpring of 'my Hife:, 
wwhichbfurthterand:fercher.ran frompaliihe. while] wasſorking a- 
broad-Eberefore Q:ye Profeſſors; be not focarceitedife the Jews, 
and running after them into:rtheirdgtolatian andmilcry;bui learn 
wifdome: by 'their fall-!. Do,nodyou ſet up your Ordinahces and 
Seriptures,. afrer the manner that they ſet up theirs,z for thisis 
your Davper :, for thisI clearly, in the Lighrof rhe Lord, reſtifie 
ro-yau:: that if yegather a knowledge arid wiſdomifram thi lety 
ter- of the Scriptures, | after/the [mannet that-they did; withouc 
knowledge: of therword within; :agd&:wichouta light within from 
that word,ye loſe the living faith, :ye are but dead branches, and 
all your knowledge of Scriptures, /and praQtifes, .and: Faith, and 
Duries, &c. that ye here hold and obferye, are Þut for tbe fire; 
and the flames of eternalwrath, ſhallkind;e more fiercely ppon 
you: becauſe of them, . then upon: the-Jews;: for ye ſtumblear 
the ſame. (tumbling ſtone, at which they ſtumbledand fell, and ic 
will fail upon you alſo, And a5:you have more Scriptures, :then 
they had, and theexpetience of their fall to warn you-3: ſo. your 
deſtruction will be exceeding dreadful if ye negle&;fo preasfal- 
vation, where of at this day there are ſo manyliving 8:pawerful 
witneſſes, as they are known and ewned to'be in.the lightofzhe 
Lord,though deſpiſed in your exalted and canceited ith. wot 
Now to help any honeſtand ſingle hearts among you, over.this 
great ſtumbling block of 'a light within.;:; conſider-theſe' few 
things. 0? 347 H68 3501 {Naas 1 bop whieans 
I 5 That all che knowledge. ( all therrue knowledge ):that ever 
ye had of God was from alight within.” Ido notdevy that ye 
might receive your knowledge through the Scriptures ( and 
ſome warmth formerlyin thoſe things which yecall Ordinances, 
and duties.) but that whereby ye received the knowledge, was 
the light within-, the eye that God. ſecretly ;opened: in your 
fptrits. This was the way yethen came by ic,; though np. 
might feel the thing, but not know how:ye camebyiit * evenas 
a Babe. may ſee truly, . but doth got underſtand its.0wn eye, . ot 
knows how. it fees. g 14-2530 : q No - ory mg Ft 
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--. 3. While this eye was kepr openin-yon, :your-knowledge was 
-true-in its meaſure; and/ſerviceable to you, et yea 
inecrer to God, 'making ye truly render, meek, ſweet, humble, 
patient, loving, gentle, and full. of pretiousbreathings towards 


God,and after righteouſneſs. O how lovely were you to God in - 


this ſtate ! when 1/rael war a child, loved bim. God-remembreth 
at this day the kindneſs of your youth, andis ſcekingafter you, 0) 
why do yeſo harden your hearts againſt him! Fl Maght_ A haih's 
3. That wherever thiseye is ſhur, the vertue of the crueknow- 
ledgis loſt, and the ſweet fruits thereof wither. The out- 
ward part of the knowledg may be retained, yea, perhaps 
much increaſed, -but rhe life is gone, and thepure ſweet Sayouri- 
neſs (to God ) vaniſhed, {Andif. this eye were bura little 0pen- 
ed apain in you, your death-:and:unfavourineſs might be ſoon 
ſeen and felt by you in all your knowledge, duties, ordinances, 
yea in your very graces and experiences... You have. a faich 
Kill, yea, but it wants the ſavour of your former faith :, ye have 
fome kind of love, gentlenels, ,and meekneſs, yea, burir is bug 
*rhing formed by the fleſhly wiſdome: and reaſoning, but nor 
natural from the living ſpring, norſach as ye once felr., &c+- for 
the true and living eye being-ſhur, that which isthen beſt (or 
chu tee o is held -but inthe dead part, and ſerves but 
to feed death. 1 RgE 128 
1 4 The great work and defiga of:the. enemy of your Souls, .is 
not-cto Rez} away-the bulk of your knewledg; or to draw you 


from ordinances; or duties, but to ſteal the life ont of your Spi- | 


rits. . - ThisI have experimented from my child-hood, I mjghe 
fill have knowledg enough of any kind, but.chat which 1 wanted 
was life, and I was ſtill fick under all the ſorts of k1owledge' that 
ever I met with, and--under all ordinances and duties, for want 


of life. The Lord had.given my ſoul a taſte of cruz life, whereby - 


I-became unſatisfied without 'it,and no manner. of knowledge or 


enjoyment could take m# up-by the way :. yea,.. whea through 


extremity, I ſeemed-wiiling zo be content. withiany thing, yet 
ill -my-hearr was ſick: after that. one thing; which alone could 
truly ceaſe znd ſatisfieir; | Now if the enemy can bur prevail here- 
in to blind the inward-eye,-and ſteal away the life within, he 
hactvenough.- - Then abound,zs. much as thou wilt, in-knowledg, 
in zeal, in dutics, in. ordinances, in. reading Scriptures, pray 


mg,: 


# Glide for Profeſſors, -:- 5 #0 
ing," meditating,” 8&c. thousrt the ſurer his hereby, andfo muck 
the berter ſervant to him : for how much the richer thou art in 
knowledpe , experiences, hopes - and aſſurance ( without the 
life and power.) ſo much the more acceptable, and honourable, 
and uſeful art thov in his kingdome. 2 5/9 
Therefore ſeewhereye are, Isthe inwardeye openin you? do 
ye know the light within? ( ſerely he that ſees by a light within, 
can hardly ſpeak evil of ir! ) or haththe enemy, by ſome of his 
artifices, dfawna vail over that eye, wherewith ye once ſawin 
ſome meaſure'?'O be not ſlight in a matter of ſogreat weight ! 
O pleaſe not your ſelves withthe eye of the periſhing wiſdome, 
with deaths eye, and with deaths knowledge of Scriprures, and 
oF the Son of God, which ſpeaks great words of the fame of true 
wiſdome, bur isa ſtranger and enemy to the thing ! O, life is 
pretious, eternal life is pretiovs. To have the word of God a- 
biding in the heart, and to feel the true light giving thetrue 
life, who can ſet a value on this ! Ah do not looſe yourSouls 
foratrifle, fora little ſuch knowledge of Scriptures as thecarth- 
Iypart.can gather! ( This cannor- bur exceedingly deſpiſe, al- 
though-the Scriptures 1 truly honour, for their teſtimony of that 
whereby 1: Jive ) if ye ſee not the-way of life by the inwardlighe 
(- which 'alonecan ſkew it ) ye looſe your Souls. 1f tlie God of 
the World bath bliadedthat eye in you, what are att your trea- 
ſures of wiſdome and knowledg? What areall your hopes?” and 
what will becomeof you ? All theſe ſparks of your own kindling 
from Scripture, will not ſecure you from the bed of forrow. O 
ſeveral ſorts of profeſſors why will ye dye with the uncircumei.- 
ſed? why will ye go down into the pit, among them that know 
not the Lord? - | :7 | 
But what ſhall ſay to this generation? The ſpiritually-wiſe fore 
ſeeth the ſtorm, and hideth himſelf, -but the ſpiricnally-foolliſh - 
Tun on headily, and are puniſhed. The cloudes have long been 
gathering,” but the ſick eye cannot Eiſcernthe ſignsand ſeaſons 
of thetimes, and ſo becauſe judgment comes not as men ex-. 
pected, they grow hard, and wear off the the ſenſe, wherewith 
they were ſomewhat affeRed at the firſt threatning of it. But 
afluredly both judgment and mercy haſten,and they will come 
and will not tarry. | : 
For the ſame Lord God Almighty, which confounded the + 
7 B2 - heathens 
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T. 21. } 
. knowledge, verſ. 28,: but-running our into imaginations, and 


efound no more at all, Revel. 18, 21, ) And the great work of ' 
this dayis codiſcovertherottenneſs of their wall,and the untem- / 
peredneſs of the morter. wherewich they have dawbed 3t. He 
that readeth et him underſtand : bur the uncircumciſed in heart 
and ears, cannot. | 


THE END. 7 


